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Technology moves telephone along 


Telephones have long been ac. 
cepted as common place in most 
households, but when first introduc. 
ed in the Camas-Washougal area, 
they were considered something ofa 
marvel. 

Patented by Alexander Graham 
Bell in 1876, telephones were first in- 
stalled in the Northwest in 1888. 
Although an exact date isn’t known, 
it is presumed that telephones were 
installed in the Camas-Washougal 
area around the turn of the century. 

Jane Lukov, an operator in Camas 
and Washougal from 1935-'51, saw 
much of the early days of telephone 
operation. Lukov’s mother was also 
an operator and often took her 
daughter to work. 

“T cut my teeth on the telephone 
switchboard,” Lukov said. “It was 
kind of fun to watch her work the 
new-found system.” 

At that time the telephone com- 
pany was owned by a local man, 
C.W. Vail. Vail’s son, still in high 
school, installed Lukov’s first phone 
and told her mother about a tem- 
porary job as an operator. The job 
was only to last three days, but turn- 
ed into a career that spanned nearly 
four decades. 

Lukov followed in her mothers 
footsteps and operated one of the 
first switchboard systems. Lukov 


TELEPHONE OPERATORS in the early days wore headsets that allowed customers to hear them better. 
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